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RESUMO

Tornou-se recorrente falar de uma mudanca de paradigma da ciéncia colonial
portuguesa ocorrida no inicio da segunda metade do século XX. Os estudos historicos e
sociologicos da ciéncia, tentando avangar novas perspetivas sobre a relacao entre saber
e poder, conhecimento do social e politicas estatais, concluiram pela emergéncia de uma
procura das ciéncias sociais aplicadas. A presente dissertacdo, centrada no estudo da
génese e consolidacdo de uma organizacdo burocratica do Estado metropolitano — o
Gabinete dos Negocios Politicos do Ministério do Ultramar — recoloca a relagdo entre
produ¢do de conhecimento e poder, analisando um momento especifico da
racionalizacdo do aparclho burocrético estatal. Recorre-se, para isso, a instrumentos
conceptuais do institucionalismo historico ¢ da sociologia organizacional aplicados a
uma analise sistematica do fundo integral do Gabinete dos Negocios Politicos a guarda
do Arquivo Historico-Diplomatico do Ministério dos Negocios Estrangeiros. Analisa-se
a morfologia e a composicao dessa organizagdo na diacronia (1959-1974) e o grau da
sua apropriagdo por uma elite proveniente do campo cientifico-académico. Uma vez
instalado na administragdo, esse grupo mobiliza as ciéncias sociais enquanto
constittutivas de um ethos administrativo distinto face aos técnicos € contra o que
apelidava de “autoritarismo burocratico”. As condi¢des organizacionais do Gabinete e a
politica de obstur¢do das elites coloniais ao olhar centralizado da metropole estiveram
na origem de esquemas proto-totalitdrios de vigilancia gizados em Lisboa, que
atribuiam um papel subordinante aos individuos formados em ciéncias sociais. Estes
planos confundem-se com o impulso desenvolvimentista da década de 1960.
Argumenta-se que ndo ¢ possivel interpretar as tomadas de posi¢do de um oOrgdo
burocratico do Estado sem atender, por um lado, as pressdes morfoldgicas exercidas
pelo campo academico metropolitano, e, por outro, ao processo de modernizagdo
economica das populagdes africanas, que desestabilizava o status quo imperial ao nivel
local.
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PROTO-TOTALITARIANISM AT THE OFFICE:
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ABSTRACT

It has become recurrent to talk about a change of paradigm in Portuguese colonial
science, which occurred at the beginning of the second half of the 20th century.
Historical and sociological studies of science, having tried to advance new perspectives
concerning the relationship between knowledge and power, social knowledge and state
policies, confirmed the emergence of a demand for applied social sciences. This
dissertation, focused on the study of the genesis and consolidation of a metropolitan
state’s bureaucratic organization — the Office of Political Affairs within the Overseas
Ministry — re-centres the relation between knowledge production and power. In order to
do so, drawing on concepts from historical institutionalism and organizational
sociology, I proceed by a systematic analysis of the Office’s archival material currently
held by the Historical and Diplomatic Archives of the Portuguese Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. I study the morphology and composition of this administrative agency (1958-
1974) and its degree of appropriation by a particular elite coming from the academic
and scientific fields. Once within the administration, this group calls upon the social
sciences as pertaining to a distinct administrative ethos in relation to expertise and
against “bureaucratic authoritarianism”. I find that the Office’s organizational
constraints and a constant hindrance posed by colonial elites to the metropolitan gaze
were at the origins of proto-totalitarian schemes designed in Lisbon, which in turn
ascribed a greater role to social scientists. These plans are embedded in the development
drive of colonial policy of the 1960s. I argue that it is not possible to understand the
position takings of a state’s agency without considering, on one hand, the
morphological pressures arriving from the metropolitan academic field, and, on the
other, the African modernization process that tended to destabilize imperial status quo
at the grassroots level.
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Clear ideas are the results of scientific inquiry
rather than its preliminary tools

Barrington Moore Jr.

— Wann darf mein Herr ins Schloss kommen?
— Niemals.

Kafka
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